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TOBACCO HAVING REDUCED TOBACCO
SPECIFIC NITROSAMINE CONTENT

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a Continuation of, and claims benefit
under 35 U.S.C. §120 to, U.S. application Ser. No. 11/852,
172 filed Sep. 7, 2007.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Technical Field

The present document is generally directed to composi-
tions related to tobacco and smokeless tobacco products com-
prising chlorate.

2. Background Information

Tobacco specific nitrosamines (TSNAs) are considered to
be undesirable constituents that occur naturally in tobacco.
TSNAs are the result of a chemical reaction between tobacco
alkaloids, such as nicotine and nornicotine, and unstable NO,
radicals. See, Cui et al. (Tob. Sci. Res. Conf 50, Abstr. 74
(1996)). It is generally understood that microbes on or in the
tobacco plant before, during, or after curing are primarily
responsible for the formation of nitrite, the predominant NO_
precursor for TSNA formation (Bush et al. Recent Advances
in Tobacco Science. 27:23-46 (2001)). TSNAs include N'-ni-
trosonornicotine (NNN), N'-nitrosoanatabine (NAT), N'-ni-
trosoanabasine (NAB), 4-(N-nitrosomethylamino)-1-(3-py-
ridyl)-1-butanone (NNK), 4-(N-nitrosomethylamino)-4-(3-
pyridyl)-1-butanal (NNA), 4-(N-nitrosomethylamino)-1-(3-
pyridyl)-1-butanol (NNAL), 4-(N-nitrosomethylamino)-4-
(3-pyridyl)-1-butanol (iso-NNAL), and 4-(N-
nitrosomethylamino)-4-(3-pyridyl)-butanoic ~ acid  (iso-
NNAC). Some existing methods for reducing TSNA content
in tobacco and tobacco products focus on reducing bacteria or
bacterial activity on tobacco. See, for example, U.S. Pat. Nos.
6,311,695 and 6,755,200. Because certain bacteria and bac-
terial activities are required for tobacco fermentation, such
methods are not useful for producing fermented tobacco and
tobacco products comprising fermented tobacco. Other meth-
ods include using filters to remove TSNAs from cigarette
smoke. See, for example, U.S. Pat. Nos. 6,615,842, 6,789,
548, and 6,792,953. Since smokeless tobacco products are
generally smoked, these methods are not suitable for reducing
the TSNA content in smokeless tobacco. Still other methods
include using extracts or powders obtained from cured
tobacco stems and lamina to produce alternative smokeless
tobacco products. See, for example, U.S. Pat. Nos. 6,668,839
and 6,834,654. However, such products require flavors, such
as eucalyptus, to reduce bitterness, and therefore may not
provide acceptable tasting smokeless tobacco product. Other
methods involve reducing exposure of tobacco to nitric oxide
gas during curing. See, for example, U.S. Pat. Nos. 6,805,134
and 6,895,974. These methods are not applicable to the for-
mation of TSNAs during fermentation or subsequent shelf
life. Thus, it is desirable to produce tobacco and smokeless
tobacco products having reduced TSNA content, while
retaining the flavor, texture, and fragrance.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Provided herein are compositions related to the production
of'tobacco and smokeless tobacco products comprising chlo-
rate. The compositions provided herein are based, in part, on
the discovery that chlorate can reduce tobacco specific nitro-
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samine (TSNA) formation during tobacco processing without
adversely affecting tobacco flavor, texture, and fragrance, or
preventing fermentation.

In one aspect, a smokeless tobacco product comprising
fermented tobacco is disclosed. The tobacco product com-
prises chlorate at a concentration of from about 12 parts per
million to about 200 parts per million, e.g., from about 12
parts per million to about 100 parts per million, or from about
50 parts per million to about 150 parts per million, or from
about 12 parts per million to about 80 parts per million. The
tobacco product can have a moisture content of about 1 per-
cent to about 15 percent, e.g., a dry snuff. In some embodi-
ments, the tobacco product has a moisture content of from
about 15 percent to about 60 percent, e.g., from about 40
percent to about 60 percent. Such a tobacco product can be a
moist snuff.

In another aspect, fermented tobacco comprising chlorate
is disclosed. The chlorate can be present at a concentration of
from about 25 parts per million to about 200 parts per million,
e.g., from about 40 parts per million to about 200 parts per
million, from about 70 parts per million to about 150 parts per
million, or from about 40 parts per million to about 80 parts
per million.

In another aspect, a smokeless tobacco product comprising
chlorate at a concentration of from about 6 parts per million to
about 200 parts per million is disclosed. The smokeless
tobacco product can contain non-fermented tobacco and
chlorate at a concentration of from about 10 parts per million
to about 75 parts per million. In some embodiments, the
smokeless tobacco product contains fermented tobacco. The
tobacco product can be a film strip, or can be coated on a
toothpick.

In another aspect, cured, non-fermented tobacco compris-
ing chlorate at a concentration of from about 10 parts per
million to about 75 parts per million is disclosed. Such
tobacco can have chlorate present at a concentration of from
about 20 parts per million to about 50 parts per million.

Unless otherwise defined, all technical and scientific terms
used herein have the same meaning as commonly understood
by one of ordinary skill in the art to which this invention
pertains. Although methods and materials similar or equiva-
lent to those described herein can be used to practice the
invention, suitable methods and materials are described
below. All publications, patent applications, patents, and
other references mentioned herein are incorporated by refer-
ence in their entirety. In case of conflict, the present specifi-
cation, including definitions, will control. In addition, the
materials, methods, and examples are illustrative only and not
intended to be limiting.

The details of one or more embodiments of the invention
are set forth in the accompanying drawings and the detailed
description set forth below. Other features, objects, and
advantages of the invention will be apparent from the descrip-
tion and from the claims.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Compositions related to tobacco and smokeless tobacco
products comprising chlorate are provided herein. It has been
found that the inclusion of chlorate in tobacco processing can
reduce the number of nitrate-reducing bacteria and conse-
quently reduce the amount of nitrite formed, despite the fact
that some nitrate-reducing microbes are resistant to chlorate.
Generally, bacteria that cannot reduce nitrate are unaffected
by chlorate. Thus, the inclusion of chlorate in tobacco pro-
cessing can selectively inhibit certain nitrate-reducing bacte-
ria while having a minimal effect on bacteria that cannot
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reduce nitrate. Consequently, the amount of nitrite formed
can be reduced and the formation of TSNA during tobacco
processing can be reduced without adversely affecting
tobacco flavor, texture, and fragrance, or preventing fermen-
tation. In contrast, chlorine compounds such as chlorite and
chlorine dioxide are non-selective bacteriocides effective
against both nitrate-reducing bacteria and non-nitrate-reduc-
ing bacteria; the use of such compounds in tobacco process-
ing can adversely affect flavor, texture and fragrance, and
prevent fermentation.

The compositions described herein can have reduced
microbe (e.g., bacteria and/or fungi) numbers, or reduced
tobacco specific nitrosamine (TSNA) content. As used
herein, “microbe numbers” refers to the number of microbes
or microbe colony forming units in tobacco or a tobacco
product (e.g., a smokeless tobacco product). Tobacco or
smokeless tobacco products comprising chlorate can have
reduced microbe numbers relative tobacco or tobacco prod-
ucts that are processed in the same manner, but which do not
comprise chlorate. Microbe numbers can be measured using
methods known in the art. “Tobacco specific nitrosamine
content” refers to the amount of TSNA in tobacco or atobacco
product. Tobacco or smokeless tobacco products comprising
chlorate can have reduced TSNA content relative to tobacco
or smokeless tobacco products that are processed in the same
manner, but which do not comprise chlorate. TSNA content
can refer to the amount of a single TSNA, more than one
TSNA, or total TSNA content. TSNA content can be mea-
sured according to methods known in the art.

Smokeless Tobacco Products

Smokeless tobacco products comprising chlorate are pro-
vided herein. Such smokeless tobacco products include, with-
out limitation, moist snuff, dry snuff, chewing tobacco, and
edible films. In some cases, a smokeless tobacco product can
be coated on, for example, a toothpick. A smokeless tobacco
product provided herein can contain fermented tobacco, non-
fermented tobacco, or both fermented and non-fermented
tobacco. In some cases, a smokeless tobacco product pro-
vided herein comprises tobacco that has been pasteurized or
treated with steam.

A suitable chlorate concentration can be chosen based on
how the tobacco is processed and the type of product in which
the tobacco is to be used. The chlorate concentration in
tobacco typically is from about 10 parts per million (ppm) to
about 500 ppm. With respect to tobacco, the concentration of
chlorate in parts per million is measured as the weight of
chlorate per weight of tobacco, including water. For example,
tobacco comprising chlorate at a concentration of about 50
ppm contains about 50 mg chlorate in 1 kg tobacco. For
example, fermented tobacco for use in a smokeless tobacco
product having a moisture content of from about 1% to about
15%, such as hard plug chewing tobacco, can comprise chlo-
rate at a concentration of from about 40 ppm to about 200
ppm, e.g., from about 50 ppm to about 150 ppm, from about
80 ppm to about 150 ppm, from about 80 ppm to about 120
ppm, about 85 ppm, about 90 ppm, about 100 ppm, or about
110 ppm. Fermented tobacco for use in dry snuff can com-
prise chlorate at a concentration of from about 50 ppm to
about 150 ppm, e.g., from about 80 ppm to about 150 ppm,
from about 70 ppm to about 120 ppm, from about 90 ppm to
about 130 ppm, about 90 ppm, about 100 ppm, or about 110
ppm.

In another example, fermented tobacco for use in a smoke-
less tobacco product having a moisture content of from about
15% to about 60%, such as moist snuff, can comprise chlorate
ata concentration of from about 40 ppm to about 80 ppm, e.g.,
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from about 40 ppm to about 70 ppm, from about 45 ppm to
about 75 ppm, about 45 ppm, about 50 ppm, about 55 ppm, or
about 60 ppm.

Non-fermented tobacco can comprise chlorate at a concen-
tration of from about 10 ppm to about 75 ppm, e.g., from
about 10 ppm to about 50 ppm, from about 20 ppm to about 75
ppm, from about 20 ppm to about 50 ppm, about 15 ppm,
about 25 ppm, about 50 ppm, or about 70 ppm.

The chlorate concentration in a smokeless tobacco product
can be from about 6 ppm to about 500 ppm, measured as the
weight of chlorate per weight of product. For example, a
smokeless tobacco product can comprise chlorate at a con-
centration of from about 10 ppm to about 200 ppm, from
about 12 ppm to about 150 ppm, from about 10 ppm to about
80 ppm, from about 15 ppm to about 100 ppm, or about 25
ppm to about 200 ppm. The concentration of chlorate in a
smokeless tobacco product can vary depending on the per-
centage of tobacco in the tobacco product, which is typically
from about 25% to about 100% tobacco by weight of a
smokeless tobacco product. For example, if tobacco consti-
tutes 30% by weight of a smokeless tobacco product pro-
duced from tobacco comprising chlorate at a concentration of
about 50 ppm, then the tobacco product will comprise chlo-
rate at a concentration of about 15 ppm. In another example,
if tobacco constitutes 98% by weight of a tobacco product
produced from tobacco comprising chlorate at a concentra-
tion of about 200 ppm, then the tobacco product will comprise
chlorate at a concentration of about 196 ppm.

Chlorate concentration measurements can vary by about
20% (e.g., about 10%) between replicates of a single sample
of tobacco or a smokeless tobacco product. For example, in
tobacco or a smokeless tobacco product comprising chlorate
at a concentration of about 10 ppm, chlorate concentration
measurements can be from about 9 ppm to about 11 ppm.
Similarly, in tobacco or a smokeless tobacco product com-
prising chlorate at a concentration of about 200 ppm, chlorate
concentration measurements can be from about 180 ppm to
about 220 ppm. Chlorate concentration can be measured
using techniques known in the art, such as liquid chromatog-
raphy (e.g., ion chromatography), radiolabeling, or atomic
absorption spectroscopy.

A smokeless tobacco product comprising chlorate can have
amoisture content of from about 1% to about 60% by weight,
e.g., from about 1% to about 15%, from about 15% to about
60%, or from about 40% to about 60%. For example, moist
snuff typically has a moisture content of from about 40% to
about 60% by weight, e.g., about 40% to about 55%, about
45% to about 60%, about 48% to about 55%, about 40% to
about 53%, or about 45% to about 55%.

Dry snuff typically has a moisture content of from about
6%to about 10% by weight, e.g., about 6% to about 9%, about
7% to about 9%, about 7% to about 10%, about 7%, about 8%,
or about 9%.

Hard plug chewing tobacco typically has a moisture con-
tent of about 1% to about 15% by weight, e.g., about 5% to
about 15%, about 5% to about 10%, about 10% to about 15%,
about 6% to about 12%, or about 7% to about 15%.

Soft plug chewing tobacco typically has a moisture content
of about 15% to about 35% by weight, e.g., about 15% to
about 30%, about 15% to about 20%, about 20% to about
35%, about 20%, about 23%, or about 25%.

Edible films comprising tobacco typically comprise ingre-
dients used in edible films that are known in the art including,
without limitation, film forming agents, surfactants, plasticiz-
ers, flavoring agents, fillers, colorants, emulsifiers, binding
agents, fragrances, lubricants, or preservatives. It will be
appreciated that the ingredients can be adjusted to achieve the
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desired properties of the product. For example, the amount of
a plasticizer can be adjusted to modify the brittleness of the
product, or a filler can be added to modify the texture of the
product. Ingredients suitable for edible films are known in the
art. See, for example, U.S. Patent Application Publication
2004/0244521, U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,948,430, 6,709,671, 7,067,
116, 6,083,531, Krochta et al. (Food Technology. 51:61-74
(1997)), Glicksman (Food Hydrocolloids. CRC. (1982)),
Krochta (Edible Coatings and Films to Improve Food Qual-
ity. Technomic. (1994)), and Nussinovich (Water-Soluble
Polymer Applications in Foods. Blackwell Science. (2003)).
Edible films described herein typically comprise tobacco at a
concentration of from about 5% to about 90% by weight, e.g.,
10% to 60%, 15% to 60%, 20% to 75%, 25% to 75%, 30% to
50%, 35% to 75%, 40% to 75%, 45% to 80%, 50% to 75%, or
50% to 80%. Preferably, the tobacco concentration is about
25%.

Fermented Tobacco

Fermented tobacco comprising chlorate is also provided
herein. Fermented tobacco can be made by various suitable
techniques known in the art. See, e.g., U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,372,
149, 4,528,993, 4,660,577, and 4,848373. In general,
tobacco fermentation includes adjusting the moisture content
of cured, aged tobacco to a moisture content of from about
20% to about 60%, e.g., from about 20% to about 25%, or
from about 40% to about 60%, and allowing the moistened
tobacco to ferment in piles. In some cases, the tobacco piles
are contained in open bins. The fermenting tobacco piles are
agitated to prevent the internal temperature of the piles from
exceeding a certain temperature. In some cases, the tempera-
ture is monitored to determine when the piles should be
agitated. Fermentation can be terminated using techniques
known in the art, such as drying or cold storage. In some
cases, tobacco is steam treated or pasteurized following fer-
mentation.

Tobacco types suitable for fermentation (e.g., air-cured or
fire-cured dark tobacco) are known in the art, and can be used
individually or blended. Tobacco is typically cut or ground
prior to fermentation. In some cases, salt, ash, flavors, glyc-
erin, or other ingredients known in the art can be added to the
tobacco prior to, during, or after fermentation, and thus, fer-
mented tobacco can include such ingredients. The fermented
tobacco can be adjusted to a moisture content and pH suitable
for the intended product using techniques known in the art.

As used herein, fermentation does not refer to tobacco
aging. Tobacco aging is typically carried out in a wooden
drum (i.e., a hogshead) or cardboard cartons in compressed
conditions for several years (e.g., two to five years), at a
moisture content ranging from 10% to about 25%. See, U.S.
Pat. No. 4,516,590 and U.S. Pat. No. 5,372,149.

Chlorate can be applied to cured, aged tobacco prior to or
during fermentation. Preferably, chlorate is applied prior to
fermentation. Typically, chlorate is applied to cured, aged
tobacco in the form of an aqueous solution. For example,
chlorate can be added to the aqueous solution that is used to
adjust the moisture content of tobacco prior to fermentation.
In another example, an aqueous solution comprising chlorate
can be added after adjusting the moisture content of the
tobacco. Any suitable method, such as mixing or spraying,
can beused to apply an aqueous solution comprising chlorate
to tobacco. In some cases, chlorate is applied as a solid or
powder to tobacco before adjusting the moisture content of
cured, aged tobacco, and the chlorate is allowed to dissolve as
fermentation is initiated.

Chlorate is applied to tobacco in an amount sufficient to
produce tobacco comprising chlorate at a concentration of
about 25 ppm to about 500 ppm. The chlorate concentration

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

can be adjusted to a concentration effective to reduce TSNA
content in the fermented tobacco, while having minimal
effect on the flavor, texture, and fragrance of the fermented
tobacco. It will be recognized that the amount of chlorate
sufficient to reduce TSNA content in the fermented tobacco
can be adjusted for the length and conditions of the fermen-
tation process.

Fermented tobacco can be used in smokeless tobacco prod-
uct as described herein. In addition, fermented tobacco as
described herein can also be used in smoking articles, such as
Toscano cigars.

Non-Fermented Tobacco

Non-fermented tobacco comprising chlorate is also pro-
vided herein. Chlorate is applied to tobacco prior to, during,
or after curing. Chlorate can be applied before or after aging,
or during finishing. In some cases, tobacco can be steam
treated or pasteurized prior to or after the addition of chlorate.

Green tobacco plants or leaves, partially cured tobacco, or
cured tobacco can be treated with chlorate. Uncured tobacco
leaf or leaves, as used herein, is meant to include flue-cured,
air-cured, and fire-cured tobacco leaves which are green or
partially cured. Cured tobacco indicates tobacco leaves which
have completed the curing process. Harvesting tobacco is
meant to include both priming and stalk-cutting of tobacco.
Tobacco leaf or leaves can indicate individual primed leaves
or stalk cut leaves of tobacco, or stalk-cut leaves as attached
to the tobacco stalk.

Chlorate is applied to tobacco in an amount sufficient to
produce non-fermented tobacco comprising chlorate ata con-
centration of about 10 ppm to about 75 ppm. The chlorate
concentration can be adjusted to a concentration effective to
reduce microbe numbers, while having minimal effect on the
flavor, texture, and fragrance of the tobacco. It will be recog-
nized that the amount and the timing of the application of
chlorate sufficient to reduce microbe numbers in tobacco can
be adjusted to take into account factors, such as the type of
leaf, the curing process being used (e.g., fire-cured, flue-
cured, or air-cured), the conditions during curing (e.g., tem-
perature and humidity), the length of the curing process, the
amount of bacteria and/or fungal growth present, other pro-
cessing steps (e.g., steam treatment or pasteurization), and the
environmental conditions that affect the curing process.

Chlorate can be applied in dry form or in the form of an
aqueous solution to the tobacco leaf, entire plant, or plant part
before, during, or after the tobacco is cured. Typically, chlo-
rate is applied in the form of an aqueous solution by spraying
the solution onto tobacco or by dipping tobacco in the solu-
tion. If applied in dry form, chlorate is typically dissolved
following application.

Suitable chlorate salts for use in making the tobacco and
smokeless tobacco products provided herein include, without
limitation, ammonium chlorate, sodium chlorate, calcium
chlorate, potassium chlorate, or combinations thereof. Other
suitable chlorate salts include those that are generally recog-
nized as safe by the United States Food and Drug Adminis-
tration.

Articles of Manufacture

Tobacco or smokeless tobacco products comprising chlo-
rate as provided herein can be packaged in packaging material
by means known in the art to form an article of manufacture.
Packaging materials, such as plastic, metal, and fiberboard,
are well known in the art. Such an article of manufacture
typically has a package label accompanying the package, e.g.,
atag or label secured to the packaging material, a label printed
on the packaging material or a label inserted within the pack-
aging material. The package label may indicate that the
tobacco or smokeless tobacco product comprises chlorate.
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OTHER EMBODIMENTS

It is to be understood that while the invention has been
described in conjunction with the detailed description
thereof, the foregoing description is intended to illustrate and
not limit the scope of the invention, which is defined by the
scope of the appended claims. Other aspects, advantages, and
modifications are within the scope of the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of making a smokeless tobacco product, com-
prising:

applying chlorate to cured and aged tobacco at a concen-

tration of from about 12 ppm to about 500 ppm;
fermenting the cured and aged tobacco in the presence of
the chlorate; and

packaging the cured and aged and fermented tobacco into

packaging material to form a smokeless tobacco prod-
uct.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the smokeless tobacco
product comprises chlorate at a concentration of from about
10 ppm to about 75 ppm.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the smokeless tobacco
product comprises chlorate at a concentration of from about
20 ppm to about 50 ppm.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the smokeless tobacco
product comprises chlorate at a concentration of from about
12 ppm to about 200 ppm.
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5. The method of claim 1, wherein the smokeless tobacco
product comprises chlorate at a concentration of from about
12 ppm to about 80 ppm.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the smokeless tobacco
product has a moisture content of from about 1% to about
15%.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the smokeless tobacco
product has a moisture content of from about 15% to about
60%.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the smokeless tobacco
product is dry snuff.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the smokeless tobacco
product is moist snuff.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein said smokeless tobacco
product is film strips.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the smokeless tobacco
product comprises chlorate at a concentration of from about
40 ppm to about 200 ppm.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein the smokeless tobacco
product comprises chlorate at a concentration of from about
40 ppm to about 80 ppm.

13. The method of claim 1, wherein the smokeless tobacco
product comprises chlorate at a concentration of from about
50 ppm to about 150 ppm.

#* #* #* #* #*



